
The Doctrine of the Trinity: 
What It Is & Why It Matters









The Nicene Creed

• What the keywords or technical terms?

• What elements would Arius have embraced?

• What elements would he have rejected?  



The Nicene Creed (325/381 AD)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
[homoousion NOT homoiousion] with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 



O Come All 
Ye Faithful

God of God, Light of Light
Lo, He abhors not the Virgin's womb
Very God
Begotten, not created



For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life, who proceeds from the Father (and the 
Son) [filioque], who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.











We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

(and the Son) [filioque]



The Doctrine of the Trinity: Why It Matters

• Ultimate Reality

• Salvation

• Revelation

• Spirituality

• Worship

• Ecumenism

• Inter-Faith Relations

• Social Ethics







‘it was not for another to turn what was corruptible to 
incorruptibility except the Saviour himself, who in the 
beginning created the universe from nothing; and it was 
not for another to recreate us in the image of God, except 
the Image of the Father; and it was not for another to 
raise up the mortal to be immortal, except our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is Life itself; and it is not for another to teach 
about the Father and destroy the worship of idols, except 
the Word who arranges all things and is alone the true 
only-begotten Son of the Father’.

Athanasius, On the Incarnation













‘we find the earthly reflection of 
this divine sociality, not in the 
autocracy of a single ruler but in 
the democratic community of free 
people, not in the lordship of the 
man over the woman but in their 
equal mutuality, not in an 
ecclesiastical hierarchy but in a 
fellowship church.’





TRINITARIANS

• Roman Catholics

• Eastern Orthodox

• Lutherans

• Reformed

• Anglicans

• Wesleyan Methodists

• Pentecostals

NON-TRINITARIANS

• Unitarians

• Jehovah Witnesses: quasi-Arian

• Oneness Pentecostals: modalist

• LDS: erode Creator/creature distinction



Lord, who hast form’d me out of mud,

And hast redeem’d me through thy bloud,

And sanctifi’d me to do good;

Purge all my sinnes done heretofore:

For I confesse my heavie score,

And I will strive to sinne no more.

Enrich my heart, mouth, hands in me,

With faith, with hope, with charitie;

That I may runne, rise, rest with thee.

George Herbert, ‘Trinitie Sunday’


